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Call for papers 

“Fieldwork is not what it used to be” (Faubion and Marcus, 2009). The investigation of 

previously ignored social domains and the incorporation of new sensibilities beyond its 

typically verbal or visual conventions, have expanded ethnography: Anthropologists now 

engage in novel forms of relationship and intervention, and enter into heterodox exchanges 

with other disciplines like arts and design. The invocation of experimentation in fieldwork is 

part of this widened exploration of new ethnographic modalities that reshape the norm and 

form of fieldwork. 

  

Recent invocations of experimentation in ethnographic projects are not merely a metaphorical 

gesture. Descriptive accounts of experimentation bring to life ethnographic imaginations that 

transform field informants into epistemic partners (Holmes and Marcus, 2005), remediate the 

form of ethnography in the company of others (Rabinow, 2011), or trade in the traditional 
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comparative project of anthropology for a collaborative one (Riles, 2015). The experimental 

can thus be a distinctive articulation of the empirical work of anthropologists in the field.  

 

The epistemic figure of experimentation is not new in anthropology (or other social sciences). 

On the contrary, the experimental nature of many ethnographic projects of the contemporary 

connects with and draws from the creative exploration of writing genres inaugurated in the 

1980s but, while the experimental drive was then located in the space of representation, we 

are now witnessing a shift where fieldwork is a locus of experimentation. 

  

To invoke ethnographic experimentation is not necessarily to signal a methodological rupture 

with conventional forms of ethnography. Rather, it is a distinctive form of narrating 

contemporary forms of fieldwork where ethnography is less a set of practicalities and 

procedures than a mode of anthropological problematization (Rabinow, 2011). Relying on the 

most genuine descriptive aspiration of anthropology, the invocation of ethnographic 

experimentation thus signals the exploration of conceptual languages for describing distinctive 

forms of engagement in the field. 

  

Experimentation remains an elusive term however, sometimes loosely used, perhaps 

metaphorically or allegorically. At the workshop we would like to focus on specific, 

thoughtfully designed interventions through which ethnography in the field unfolds in 

experimental ways. We are interested in particular forms of relationship, material artefacts, 

digital infrastructures, fieldnotes genres, spatial venues, methods of meeting... Following John 

Law and Evelyn Ruppert (2013) we call them “fieldwork devices”: arrangements that assemble 

the world in specific social and material patterns for the production of knowledge. We thus 

invite scholars to share descriptive accounts that offer insights of how fieldwork devices turn 

ethnography into a venue for experimentation. 

 

In this workshop, we invite all researchers (anthropologists and others) who resort to the 

figure of experimentation in describing their own ethnographic fieldwork practice, to share 

their ethnographic experiences.  
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Submission guidelines 

We welcome two different types of contributions, ‘open formats and interventions’ and ‘short papers’. 

Please send us a 250 words abstract using the provided forms: 

 

1. Open formats and interventions (hands-on, individual or group-based): We are 

searching for experimenters wanting to develop, demonstrate or try out, on the venue 

of the workshop, different formats that allow us to spark a discussion on ethnographic 

experimentation. Possible formats, methods, and styles could be: walking methods, 

exhibitions or performances, films or other forms of representation, different modes 

of collaboration, etc.  More information about the venue here: https://goo.gl/IQBYKq 

Open format submission form: https://goo.gl/kmIEzP 

 

2. Short papers. We would love to receive reflections and nuanced meditations on the 

different ways and modalities of ethnographic experimentation. Participants should 

commit to send a short paper (3.000 – 4.000 words including references) by June 15th.  

Short paper submission form: https://goo.gl/LENWvZ 

 

Deadline for submission: March 17th 2017  

Communication of acceptance: Mid-April 2017 

If you have any questions, please contact us at colleexnetwork@gmail.com 

 

In the case of the open format/intervention, please state your material needs and/or spatial 

requirements, so that we can understand the practicalities of what you intend to do and 

negotiate its feasibility. The costs for the open format/interventions should be covered by 

the proponent, the Colleex network cannot provide funding for their production.  

 

The workshop is free and open to anyone interested in attending. Participants are kindly asked 

to register their participation at colleexnetwork@gmail.com before May 1st. The workshop 

will also be an opportunity  to discuss the network strategy as well as future activities. 

Network members who want to be involved in pushing forward the vision of the network, but 

can’t attend in person, are invited to join us digitally! 

 

 

 

The venue: The Jardim Botânico Tropical 
The first Colleex meeting will be held in the Tropical Botanic Garden of Lisbon located in 

Belem, an iconic neighbourhood that encapsulates the legacy of Portuguese colonial history. In 

recent years, the garden underwent a process of renovation and monumentalization as an 

artistic and cultural heritage site, aimed at promoting scientific culture and heritage 

preservation on tropical science and the history of Portuguese science and technology. Its 

colonial legacy is a controversial aspect of this renewed institutional interest. 
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Founded in 1906 with the goal of training agriculture specialists for the former Portuguese 

colonies, Lisbon’s Tropical Botanic garden was relocated in its actual Belem residence facing 

the 17th century Palheta Palace in 1912. The Garden adopted different designations through 

time: initially Colonial Garden, then Garden and Colonial Agricultural Museum (1944), Ultramar 

Garden in the 1950s and finally Tropical Agricultural Museum and Garden, integrated in the 

Museum of Natural History and Science (MUHNAC) and the Lisbon Botanic Garden of the 

University of Lisbon. In 1940 the Garden hosted the Colonial Section of the Portuguese World 

Exhibition. Several structures were deliberately built for this occasion, as the Colonial House 

with colonial tile panels, the Macao Arch leading to the oriental garden and 14 African and 

Asian busts by Portuguese sculptor Manuel de Oliveira. 

 

Colleex meeting’s experimental formats/interventions could be exhibited/performed along an 

itinerary within the Tropical Botanic Garden that includes outdoor and indoor spaces (see the 

map). Here you can have more information on these spaces so as to plan your potential 

contribution. 

  

INDOOR SPACES: 

1) Gardener's House - Gallery with 

white walls and movable panels for 

exhibitions. 

2) Lion's House (Colonial House) - 

Entrance + one room decorated with 

traditional Portuguese tiles. The 

themes of the tiles, together with the 

outdoor fountain/pool with benches 

and the feline's cage are 

representations of the colonial 

imagery. 

3) Coffee Hothouse - circular 

hothouse with coffee plants. 

4) Tea Hothouse - circular hothouse 

with tea plants. 

5) Palheta Palace - the old library will 

host the papers’ presentation on the 

second day of the meeting. 

  

OUTDOOR SPACE: 

Along the itinerary the garden 

alternates areas of sparse and thick 

vegetation, and is populated with 

benches, two contemporary design 

structures and the African and Asian busts (see pictures). 
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African bust 

 

 

 
The Lion’s House, entrance view 
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The Lion’s House external view with benches, fountain pool and feline’s cage (left) 

 

 

 
Garden’s particular 
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Design benches and viewpoint  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organized by #Colleex + EBANO collective + ICS (ULisboa)  

A workshop supported by European Association of Social Anthropologist (EASA). 

 


