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#Colleex is a network that aims to open a space for debate and intervention around 

experimental forms of ethnographic fieldwork. Amid profound debates in recent years on the 

nature and conventions of ethnography, #Colleex seeks to explore novel forms of knowledge 

production for anthropology. The network is organized as a collaboratory whose main agenda is 

to foster practical explorations alongside theoretical debates on what we call ethnographic 

experimentation. 

 

FieldworkFieldworkFieldworkFieldwork 

Fieldwork has traditionally been understood as the cornerstone epistemic situation for the 

production of anthropological knowledge in ethnography. Whether as empirical practice or as 

disciplinary narrative, fieldwork is not what it used to be — or maybe it never has been what the 

canon narrates. The reputedly solitary research practice of ethnography has given way to 

collaborative projects, far-away locations have been replaced by close-to-home field sites, and 

traditional visual predominance has been expanded into a multi-sensory concern. 

 

The anthropological imagination has traditionally understood the epistemic practice of 

fieldwork in observational terms. The core trope of participant observation has worked both as 

description and prescription for the kind of social relationships and epistemic practices through 

which anthropologists produce knowledge in the field. The entry of anthropology in novel 

empirical sites and the construction of new objects of study in the last decades require us 

urgently to revise and devise other forms of practising fieldwork. 

 

ExperimentationExperimentationExperimentationExperimentation 

Invoking the figure of the experiment acts as a provocation to investigate alternative epistemic 

practices in ethnography. #Colleex intends to explore the infrastructures, spaces, forms of 

relationships, methods and techniques required to inject an experimental sensibility in 

fieldwork. Nevertheless, there is no intention to oppose experimentation to observation. On the 

contrary, #Colleex seeks to discern the multiple forms of relationship between these two 

epistemic forms — and their correlate modes of relationality — that in different circumstances 

and situations may be complementary, adjacent or substitutive. 

 

Not alien to the anthropological endeavour even then, experimentation was invoked decades 

ago as an opportunity to renovate the discipline through novel forms of ethnographic writing 

and representation. #Colleex network would like to further develop the experimental impulse 

present in anthropology, but shift its locus from the process of writing to the practice of 

fieldwork. The intention is to work on a question: What would ethnographic fieldwork look like 

if it was shaped around the epistemic practice of experimentation? Hence, Collaboratory for 

Ethnographic Experimentation. 
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#Colleex fieldwork experimentation is not being invoked just for its own sake but because there 

is a prospect that doing so could help foster new forms of anthropological theorization.  

 

CollaborationCollaborationCollaborationCollaboration 

The network seeks to connect with anthropologists and other practitioners of ethnography 

interested in discussing their fieldwork practice. It could be of interest for specialists in the fields 

of visual anthropology, sensory anthropology, digital ethnography, design anthropology, social 

scientists, researchers using participatory methodologies, creative intersections of art and 

anthropology, or anthropology and STS. The network also seeks to include specialists from other 

domains like artists, cultural producers, designers and practitioners of any discipline interested 

in creative experimentation with ethnographic practice. The inventive unfolding of ethnography 

already taking place in those areas could greatly contribute to strengthening the reach of 

anthropological fieldwork practices.  

 

#Colleex is established as a collaboratory, a project that aims at promoting forms of 

collaboration among all those interested in the topic under discussion.  

 

In contrast with permanent networks, from its very inception #Colleex would like to work with a 

temporary horizon of 5 years, after which we expect to deliver a contribution of the work done 

by the network in appropriate formats, be it in conventional academic and/or more 

experimental formats faithful to the collaboratory sensibility we are invoking. Four convenors 

will develop their task for periods of two years. The network will only continue after the first 

period of five years if a defined program for its continuity is agreed by its members and passed 

by the EASA Executive Committee.  

 

*** 
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Network convenors 
Eeva Berglund, Adolfo Estalella, Anna Lisa Ramella, Tomás Sánchez Criado (alphabetical order). 

 

Eeva Berglund,Eeva Berglund,Eeva Berglund,Eeva Berglund,    independent researcher (Universityindependent researcher (Universityindependent researcher (Universityindependent researcher (University    of Helsinki, Aalto University)of Helsinki, Aalto University)of Helsinki, Aalto University)of Helsinki, Aalto University)....    

I have a PhD in social anthropology, which was published as Knowing Nature, Knowing Science: 

an ethnography of environmental activism in 1998. From early in my graduate life, my research 

drew me into many cross-disciplinary debates and methodologically unorthodox engagements. 

In 2002 I left a University of London lectureship in anthropology for a more varied life. About 

ten years later, however, I returned to teaching as an adjunct in Helsinki, and have taught 

students from many backgrounds since. I write in English and Finnish, in academic, journalistic 

and activist registers.  

Contact: eeva.berglund@helsinki.fi 

 

 

Adolfo EstaAdolfo EstaAdolfo EstaAdolfo Estalellalellalellalella, Spanish Research Council., Spanish Research Council., Spanish Research Council., Spanish Research Council. I am an anthropologist and postdoctoral researcher 

at the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC). My two fields of research are Anthropology of 

Knowledge and Science and Technology Studies (STS). My recent work is focused in the study of 

digital cultures and forms of grassroots urbanism. I am interested in civic projects and activist 

initiatives that intervene in the city, more specifically I investigate two aspects of this forms of 

urban experimentation: the material infrastructures mobilized to refurnishing the public space 

and the epistemic practices and learning contexts through which knowledge circulates. Two 

other topics of my interest are the methodological innovations of ethnography and research 

ethics. 

Contact: jestalellaf@uoc.edu 

    

Anna Lisa Ramella, Anna Lisa Ramella, Anna Lisa Ramella, Anna Lisa Ramella, University of SiegenUniversity of SiegenUniversity of SiegenUniversity of Siegen....    Anna Lisa Ramella is an anthropologist and filmmaker, 

graduate of the M.A. Transcultural Studies at the University of Bremen. Using methods of Visual 

Anthropology, her M.A. approached sedentary life in transit along the railroad region of the 

Dakar-Niger express in Mali. Through the conjunction of text, image and sound, the interactive 

web project www.laviedurail.net was created. Currently, Anna Lisa Ramella is preparing her PhD 

at the University of Bremen, a digital ethnography project focusing on place-making within 

mobility on the example of touring musicians. She has presented her research and films at 

international film festivals, including Göttingen International Ethnographic Film Festival, SVA 

Film and Media Festival as well as international conferences such as IUAES and EASA. Her 

newest film „Circulating objects“ brought her back to West Africa to visually unravel the many 

perspectives on the trade of objects between Europe and Africa. 

 

Contact: ramella@locatingmedia.uni-siegen.de 

 

Tomás Sánchez Criado, TUM’s Munich Center for Technology in Society (MCTS).Tomás Sánchez Criado, TUM’s Munich Center for Technology in Society (MCTS).Tomás Sánchez Criado, TUM’s Munich Center for Technology in Society (MCTS).Tomás Sánchez Criado, TUM’s Munich Center for Technology in Society (MCTS). PhD is a social 

anthropologist with specialization in STS , Senior Researcher at TUM’s Munich Center for 

Technology in Society (MCTS). Since 2007 I have been studying ethnographically the material 

politics of care infrastructures, through an analysis of the promises and compromises of 

different corporate-institutional & grassroots self-care devices (telecare for older people, 

open/DIY technical aids for independent-living, and urban accessibility arrangements and 

interventions). Currently developing ethnographic research on urban accessibility struggles and 

the creation, implementation, maintenance and supervision of sidewalk democracy projects as 
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well as inclusive urbanism practices in Barcelona (in comparison with similar transformations in 

Europe). 

Contact: tomas.criado@tum.de 

 

 

ConvenorConvenorConvenorConvenor    electionelectionelectionelection 

The network will have four convenors. Network convenors will be replaced every two years. 

Convenor group should be balanced in gender and career stage terms, the latter meaning that 

there should be at least a PhD candidate in the convenor group. 

 

 

Activities 

The network aims at opening a space of debate, collaboration and intervention among those 

scholars interested in the topic of ethnographic experimentation. We expect to organize at least 

a meeting per year, but we will promote the organization of activities under the rubric of 

#Colleex among those scholars pertaining to the network. 

 

We will promote a digital infrastructure as key part of the network activities. The experience of 

some of us as participants in the Anthropology of Media is valuable and we consider this 

network an exceptional referent for the kind of digital intervention we intend to develop. The 

media seminars of the AnthropoMedia network are a reference for us and we will try to 

organize a series of seminars of this kind during the time of the network. 

 

We have an agreement with Allegra Lab to publish a series of brief pieces in their website. 

Allegra has been curating with extremely care a blog and a series of XXXX in its website and we 

think is an opportunity for #Colleex to get involved in a public already established.   

 

We expect too to promote a series of publication for the next years that would sum up to the 

edited book we are under contract with the EASA book series. 
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Network supporters  

 

IndividualsIndividualsIndividualsIndividuals     

Lydia Maria Arantes, University College London, University of Graz, lydia.maria.arantes@gmail.com 

Agnese Bankovska, University of Helsinki, agnese.bankovska@gmail.com  

Maan Barua, School of Geography and the Environment, University of Oxford maanbarua@gmail.com  

Petra Beck, Centre Marc Bloch, HU Berlin, beckpetra@gmx.net  

Alison F Bell, School of Media, Culture & Society, University of the West of Scotland, 

alisonfbell@btopenworld.com 

Clovis Bergere, Rutgers University, clovis.bergere@rutgers.edu 

Eeva Berglund, University of Helsinki, eeva.berglund@helsinki.fi 

Luis Berraquero-Díaz, Pablo de Olavide University, Spain.  lberdia@upo.es 

Evtixia Bibassis, University of Zurich, Institute of Social Anthropology and Empirical Cultural Science, 

evtichia.bibassis@uzh.ch  

Lisa Marie Borrelli, University of Bern, Institute of Sociology, lisa.borrelli@soz.unibe.ch  

Montse Cañedo, Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia, Spain. mcanedo@fsof.uned.es  

Marce Casado, Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia (UNED) Spain, marcasado@madrid.uned.es 

Feliciano Castaño Villar, University of Granada UGR, Spain, felicianocv@gmail.com, fcvillar@ugr.es  

Giulia Colavolpe Severi, EHESS Paris, giulia.colavolpeseveri@gmail.com 

Paz Concha, London School of Economics, p.m.concha@lse.ac.uk  

José Pinto da Costa, CRIA,  jcarlos.pintodacosta@gmail.com  

Marisol de la Cadena, UC Davis, mdelac@ucdavis.edu 

Francesca De Luca, Institute of Social Sciences, University of Lisbon francesca.luca@ics.ul.pt 

Gabriele de Seta, Academia Sinica, notsaved@live.com 

Areti Damala, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, areti.damala@strath.ac.uk   

Lee Douglas, New York University & CCHS-CSIC, lee.douglas@nyu.edu  

Paola Esposito, School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, University of Oxford, 

paamesp@gmail.com 

Adolfo Estalella, Spanish Research Council,  jestalellaf@uoc.edu 

Isidor Fernàndez, University of Barcelona & Archivo Antropología Visual, isidor@antropologiavisual.net  

Kadija Ferryman, Data & Society Research Institute, kadija@datasociety.net 

Matthew Fish, SOAS, University of London, 289332@soas.ac.uk  

Ignacio Fradejas-García, Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University & Autonomous University of Barcelona, 

ignaciofradejas@hotmail.com 

Andrea García González, University of Brighton, UK. A.GarciaGonzalez@brighton.ac.uk 

Emma Garnett, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, emma.garnett@lshtm.ac.uk 

Andrea Gaspar, University of Coimbra, gaspar.andrea@gmail.com 

Caroline Gatt, University of Aberdeen, c.gatt@abdn.ac.uk  

Joe Gerlach, University of Oxford joe.gerlach@ouce.ox.ac.uk  

Alberto Gerosa, Chinese university of hong kong, albertogerosa@gmail.com 

Alyssa Grossman, University of Gothenburg, alyssa.grossman@akademinvaland.gu.se 

Bruno Gomes, non-affiliated, bmsgomes@gmail.com 

EJ Gonzalez-Polledo, University of Sheffield, e.gonzalez-polledo@sheffield.ac.uk  

Sabine Guez, EHESS, sabineguez@gmail.com 

Mascha Gugganig, University of British Columbia, mascha@alumni.ubc.ca  

Sadiq S. Habib, sadik.habib@gmail.com 

Nadia Hakim, Open University of Catalonia, nhakim@uoc.edu 

Miia Halme-Tuomisaari, Geneva Graduate Institute & Allegra Lab, things@allegralaboratory.net  

Mischa Twitchin, Queen Mary, University of London, m.twitchin@qmul.ac.uk  

Christine Hämmerling, ISEK, Universität Zürich, christine.haemmerling@uzh.ch  

Thomas Jellis, University of Oxford, thomas.jellis@ouce.ox.ac.uk  

Jukka Jouhki, University of Jyväskylä, jukka.jouhki@jyu.fi  

Aleksandra Kasatkina, Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography, St Petersburg 

 alexkasatkina@gmail.com    



Colleex – a network proposal for EASA 

Sarah Klein, University of California, San Diego, saklein@ucsd.edu  

Michi Knecht, Universität Bremen, knecht@uni-bremen.de  

Cindy Kohtala, Aalto University, design department, cindy.kohtala@aalto.fi  

Rashmi Kumari, institutional affiliation, rashmik.sreedhar@gmail.com  

Ida Mangor, Aarhus University iman@edu.au.dk  

Isaac Marrero Guillamón, Goldsmiths, University of London, i.marrero@gold.ac.uk  

Aïssatou Mbodj, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, France, mbodj@cnrs.fr  

Karmele Mendoza, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, karmele.mendoza.perez@gmail.com  

Christine Moderbacher, University of Aberdeen, r02cm13@abdn.ac.uk  

María Fernanda Moscoso, FLACSO-España, moscoso.r.maria@gmail.com  

Rodolfo Maggio, Department of Psychiatry, University of Oxford, rodolfo.maggio@psych.ox.ac.uk  

Francesca Montemaggi, St Mary's University, fesmontemaggi@gmail.com 

Jennie Morgan, Department of Sociology, University of York jennie.morgan@york.ac.uk   

Marta Morgade, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, morgadesalgado@gmail.com 

Plácido Muñoz Morán, University of Manchester, p.munozmoran@gmail.com 

Jonas Müller, Universität Kassel, Soziologie, jonasmueller@uni-kassel.de  

Todd Nicewonger, University of Massachusetts, Lowell, todd_nicewonger@uml.edu  

Jörg Niewöhner, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, joerg.niewoehner@hu-berlin.de  

Anton Nikolotov, Berlin Graduate School of Muslim Cultures and Societies, nikolotov.anton@gmail.com  

Fredrik Nyman, Durham University, fredrik.l.nyman@durham.ac.uk  

Aditya Pawar, Umeå Institute of Design, Umeå University, adipawar@gmail.com  

Weronika Plinska, University of Warsaw, wplinska@wp.pl  

Tomasz Rakowski, University of Warsaw, tomaszrak@tlen.pl  

Anna Lisa Ramella, Locating Media, University of Siegen, ramella@locatingmedia.uni-siegen.de  

Ieva Raubisko, University of Latvia, ieva.raubisko@gmail.com 

Anne-Sophie Reichert, University of Chicago, Anthropology, sophiereichert@uchicago.edu  

Rasmus Rodineliussen, Stockholm University, Department of Social Anthropology, 

Rasmus.rodineliussen@gmail.com  

Jonathan Newman, Department of Global Studies, Sussex University, J.M.B.Newman@sussex.ac.uk  

Juan Javier Rivera Andía, Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona, Department of Social and Cultural 

Anthropology, jjriveraandia@gmail.com  

Stephanie Sadre-Orafai, University of Cincinnati, stephanie.sadre-orafai@uc.edu 

Tomás Sánchez Criado,  Munich Center for Technology in Society, TU Munich, tomas.criado@tum.de 

María Jacinta Sánchez Marcos, IUCA Student PhD, mjsm1976@gmail.com  

Michael Schillmeier, University of Exeter, M.Schillmeier@exeter.ac.uk  

Jens Schneider, Institut für Migrationsforschung und Interkulturelle Studien (IMIS), Universität Osnabrück, 

jens.schneider@uni-osnabrueck.de  

Rina Sherman, Art Cinematographique Artisanal - Low Tech Film Art / independant, 

sherman.rina@gmail.com  

Laura Silvestri, University of Montpellier, laura.silvestri@umontpellier.fr 

Vasiliki Sirakouli, Ethnomusicology and Cultural Anthropology Lab (NKUA), Greece vsirak@music.uoa.gr 

Christy Spackman, Harvey Mudd College, cspackman@g.hmc.edu 

Tatiana Tosi, institutional affiliation, tati@pluggedresearch.com  

Emanuel Valentin, Free University of Bozen-Bolzano, emanuel.valentin@unibz.it 

Angela Kristin Van den Broek, Department of Anthropology, Binghamton University, 

akvbroek@gmail.com  

Tom Van Hout, Antwerp University & Leiden University, tom.vanhout@gmail.com  

Roxanne Varzi, Department of Anthropology  and Department of Film and Media Studies and Visual 

Studies, University of California, Irvine, rvarzi@uci.edu  

Karen Waltorp, Aarhus University, etnkw@cas.au.dk 

Mark Westmoreland, Leiden University, m.r.westmoreland@fsw.leidenuniv.nl  

Michael Westrich, Berlin, michael.westrich@hu-berlin.de  

Todd Wolfson, Rutgers University, twolfson@rci.rutgers.edu 
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Institutions & collectivesInstitutions & collectivesInstitutions & collectivesInstitutions & collectives 

Allegra Lab, http://allegralaboratory.net 

Intermediae, Madrid, http://intermediae.es 

Ebano Collective, http://www.ebanocollective.org 

 


